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made application for restoration and re-baptism it was decided by the Council 
of the Apostles that they have the privilege of being — and restored to 


their former position and standing. OHN TAYLOR, 
In behalf of the Twelve Apostles. 


THISTLE VaLLey Inpr1ans.—We learn from Brother Johu Spencer, Indian 
Interpreter, who writes from Payson, under date of the 14th ult., a few items 
in regard to the Indian colony in Thistle Valley, San Pete County. The Lama- 
nites had raised, this year, 2,136 bushels of small grain, which had been 
threshed and securely binned for use. They hid bought a thresher and mower 
combined, were well supplied with hay to feed their stock during the winter, 
and were comfortably situated as to homes and provisions, doing first rate and 
feeling well satisfied with themselves and their labors. Our correspondent 
adds, Captain Joe is road supervisor of the precinet, and came out with quite 
a force of men the other day, to work on the road, and I must say, they work- 
ed with a zeal and energy rarely equalled by white people. They continue to 
live on their homesteads, in houses from one to three miles apart, and are 
laboring to improve their claims, looking forward with eagerness to the time 
when they will receive their patents from Government.” . 


From the Herald:— 


The Herald has a well written article upon ‘‘short sermons,” in which it 
expresses the opinion that discourses should, as an ordinary rule, occupy not 
more than about forty minutes in delivery. | | 

A meeting was held in the Deseret National Bank, Nov. 20th, to take into 
consideration the feasibility of extending the Utah Southern Railroad as far 
south as Frisco. Bishop John Sharp, Mayor Little, Hon. W. H. Hooper, Hon. 
Wm. Jennings, Hon. James Sharp, Jay Cooke and other gentlemen were 
present. 
From the Ogden Junction :— 
Utah can beat any other part of the United States at raising potatoes, and 
many other good things. Our potatoes are sought after with avidity in San 
Francisco and other parts of California, and the people there give the Mor- 
mon tuber the preference over all others. Mr. Henry Swigart called in 
this morning and handed us the following list of big ones raised in this county: 
_ Mr. I. N. Spaulding raised seventeen potatoes, weighing 584 pounds. John 
Bowman raised seventeen, weighing 594 pounds. Corey Bros. raised seventeen, 
weighing 612 pounds. E. D. Wattis raised seventeen, weighing 604 pounds. 

The total number of potatoes are sixty-eight; the total weight 240} lbs. 
They were all of the Peerless kind. | | 


Territorial (Utah) Enquirer :— 

The grain crops of Utah have never been better. In fact, all the staple 
articles of food are down lower than they ever were, owing to the abundance 
grown. In Sanpete, wheat sells at a figure ranging from thirty-five to fifty 
— bushel, elsewhere in the Territory from fifty to seventy-five cents per 
bushel. 


* 


Vacon or LABOR. —“ There is no excellence withou; labor.“ This is true 
in reference to matters pertaining to the kingdom of God as well as all the 
affairs of life. Success awaits the patient, indefatigable, persistent worker. 
The man who is gifted with the disposition to engage in persevering labor, 
will almost invariably outstrip, on the path of progress, his otherwise more 
gifted but indglently inclined competitor in the race of life. In the work of 
God there is room for every one to work. It presents the broadest of all fields 
for diligence and ability, and those whose dispositions lead them to “ take 
things easy,” should cultivate a tendency to industrial habits. | 
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POETRY. 
O 0 U RAG E. 
Keep up yonr courage, brothers, See, ‘aia’ tender little flower, 
Nor falter on the track, Just crushed beneath your tread, 
Look up, toi] bravely on, The sunshine and the shower 
And scorn to linger back ; Beat on its bended head ; 
Though we in foreign lands ; Though bent, it is not broken, 
Are chosen laborers cast, It rises up again, ; 


We'll labor with an earnest heart, And sheds a sweet "perfume across 
desert plain. 


And feel our lot’s no task. The hungry, 
1 fulness must be preached, Brothers, ne’er despair, tt kills the lite, 
As ’twas through Joseph given, And digs an early grave: 
To all mankind a witness brought, The man who rails so much at fate, 
To do the will of heaven. But makes himself her slave. 
True hearts never fail to win, Up! rouse ye to the wor 
A will can make a way: : Our Savior's victory c 
Darkest nights yield at last Our works shall rise, and beat rich frat, 
Unto the perfect day. ; | Which long in dust have lain. 
Dundee, December 3, 1878. . A. J. MACDONALD. 
DIED. 


Brooxs.—At St. Helens, Lancashire, November 15th, of fever, Richard, son of William lind 


_ Margaret Brooks, Deceased was born October 10, 1872. 


of Elders Orson Pratt and F. Correspondence. - — President 
5 85 William and Elders 


FIELDING.—In Salt Lake City, November 20th, James Fielding, in the 82nd Tear, of his age. He. 


leaves a wife and numerous posterity and many friends to mourn his loss.—‘‘ News.” 


Govu.p.—In Salt Lake City, November 16th, of . William Robert, son of William George 
and Mary Jane Gould, late of Birmingham, Englan aged 2 years and 4 months. — Herald.” 


Beatre.—In the 13th Ward, Salt Lake City, November 28rd, of diphtheria, after an illness of 9 

por Clarissa May, daughter of Walter J. and Phebe Y. Beatie, aged 6 years, 1 month and 2 2 2 
‘ News. 

WHEELWRIGBT. 40 the residence of the family, in the 4th Ward. Ogden „November 14th ° 
Mary Ann Wheelwright, wife of Elder M. B. Wheelwright, of typhoid fever, 48 years, § months 
and 12 days. She was the mother of thirteen children, five of whom are dead. She was born, at 
Leeds, Yorkshire, England : became a member of-the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sid in 
1849, and emigrated with her husband to Utah in 1854. Her husband is now on 8} on evil . 
land. We tender our sincere sympathy to the bereaved family.—‘‘Ogden Junetion. a aide 


Brownina.—At the family residenee, Ogden, Utah, November 2ist, of consum Tomes G. 
Browning. Deceased was born May 22, 1808, in Summer County, Tennessee; was mere ie . 
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1840; emigrated to Utah in 1850, a 
this city almost continuously ever since. In August 1856, he went on a mission to E , where 
he remained about one year, and returned home in 1857. He was formerly postmaster in this city ; 
during his administration he gave good oa te teal to 70 trons of his office; he was also one of 
the earliest Oo of Ogden. He leaves a large famil | an extended circle "of friends to mourn 
his Ogden Junction.” TC! 
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“MORMON on PLURAL 


‘In the of * 


| Be anti-Mormon crusade” was 


inauguratsd at Salt Lake City, the 
“ostensible objective point of which is, 


d usual, polygamy. The chief actors, 
of before’ the curtain, in this new anti- 
vil pel drama, are a number of non- 


“4 ‘renidents of ‘Utah: They met, to the 
number of about two hundred, in the 
Church and formed 


themselves into an anti - polygamy 
‘society. They adopted an address to 


12 ‘Mrs. R. B. Hayes, wife of President 
Hayes, und the women of the United 
States generally, asking their aid and 
— — in procuring legislative 
and other a looking to —. 

— of polygamy among the 

Luatter-duy Saints. They also arranged 


emorial to Congress, askin 
* to legislate for the 
16 Same object. 


ament 


—— 285 not they 

to the ole y 
hite-neck- 


— ladies, comparatively brief 


that 


‘the: e and energy of that 
heterogeneous army of hireling ex- 
| pounders, in the cause. | 

It may be well to remark that it is well 
understood that the ladies, who have 
entered upon this discreditable move- 
ment against a religious institution of 
the most virtuous, moral and God- 
fearing people on the earth, are 
merely tools in the hands of deep 
designers of the sterner sex. There is 
a class of men, in Utah, who ‘have 
resided there but a few years, or per- 
haps months, having no — 
with the overwhelming majority of 
the people, who are constantly 
scheming to gain opportunities: of 
plundering them. This they can- 
not do without gaining some office, 
| which will enable them to put their 
hands into the Ra blie treasury. Know- 
ing them well the people will not elect 
them to any place of trust. They are 
‘aware that their only hope is to induce 


Congress to some restrictive law 
by which will be dépriv- 
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privileges. These unscrupulous trick- 
aters think to create an anti-Mormon 
influence in Cungress by first stirring 
up against that people a strong public 
sentiment ; therefore they are using 
a few of the non-Mormon women, 


residing in Utah, to do this prepara- 


tory and undignified work. Hence 
our statement, that the ladies were 
the chief actors before the curtain, 
being aware that strong masculine 
manipulations are in progress behind 
the scenes. | 

Woe have a most sincere admiration 
for the genuine ladies of Utah; those 

belonging to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Speakin 
in general terms, wwf possess an 
exhibit noble characteristics and traits 
that are worthy of emulation by the 
whole of the sex. Conspicuous among 
their virtues is their devotion to their 
religious convictions. When inatitu- 
tions that, by them, are deemed 
nacred are attacked, they are ever 
ready to rise up and defend. As 
might have been expected the anti- 
Mormon movement already mentioned 
was not allowed to pass unnoticed by 
them. A mass meeting of ‘‘Mormon” 
ladies was held in the Theatre on the 
afternoon of Saturday, 
16th, on which occasion the large 
building was crowded to excess, about 
2,000 of the fair sex being present. 
As it was essentially a ladies’ meeting, 
only a few gentlemen were, by permis- 
sion, allowed to attend. It is stated 
that about twenty reporters,represent- 
ing some of the most influential 
journals in the country, were in the 
meeting. 

The proceedings were opened with 

singing and prayer, Miss Eliza R. 
Snow was called to the chair, Mrs. S. 
M. Kimball was appointed secretary, 
with Mrs. A. J. Crocheron as assiat- 
ant. 

From the columns of the Deseret 
News, for which those delivered 
-extemporaneously were reported by 
Brother George F. Gibbs, we are 
‘indebted for the speeches, which we 
herewith publish: 

On being called to the chair Miss 
Eliza R. Snow said: 

It now becomes my duty, as presi. 
dent over this assembly to state the 
object of this meeting. As Saints of 
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the living God, and as those who have 
been persecuted and driven from our 
homes from place to place, and now 
located in the valleys of these moun 
tains, having been misrepresented from 
time to time, we claim the privilege 
to-day, of representing ourselves. As 
true and loyal American citizens, we 
claim the right of protection by that 
government under which we live, and 
the free exercise of our religious rights. 
It is for the sake of our religion that 
we are located here; and inasmuch as 
we, the veritable women of Utah 
those who came here when this land 
and soil belonged to Mexico, and who, 
through our faith and prayers and in- 
defatigable labors have assisted in re- 
claiming it— making it habitable and 
beautiful—we claim that we have, 
under God and under the glorious 
Constitution of our country, which has 
been bequeathed to us by onr fore- 
fathers, and which we believe to have 
been given by the inspiration of God 
through our noble progenitors, to be- 
lieve as we please,—to listen to the 
voice of God when he speaks—to obey 
him by keeping those commandments 
which he has delivered unto us; know- 
ing that he has spoken in these last 
days by his own voice, by the voice of 
his well-beloved Son, and by the voice 
of angels to him whom he raised up, 
and made bis Prophet and Seer, that 
he has gathered his people together 
from the four quarters of the earth, 
that he is establishing a government 
upon the principles of purity, peace 
and righteousness. We feel that it is 
our right to worship God according to 
the dictates of our own consciences, 
without fear or molestation, under 
the protection of that government 
which guarantees unto us the right of 
conscience. And inasmuch as one of 
the most important principles which 
God has revealed and which he re- 
quires of his children to practice, has 
been assailed, we feel that it is our 
right to express our views upon this 
— ot 
re the principle of plurality 
wives was known to. — by 
the Latter-day Saints, we were driven, 
our Prophet and Patriarch were vilely 
massacred, and not one of the perpe- 
trators of the atrocious deed has ever 
been brought to justice. We have 
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sobmitted to these wrongs, we have 
suffered oppression, privation, hard- 
ships and misrepresentation, and now 
wo feel that it is our right, and duty 


demands of us, to express our senti- 


ments. 

I am proud to state before this large 
and honorable assembly that I believe 
in the principle of plural marriage 
just as sacredly as I believe in any 
other institution which God has re- 
vealed. And I believe it to be neces- 
sary for the redemption of the human 
family from the low state of corruption 
into which it has sunken. And I truly 
believe that a Congress composed of 
polygamic men who were true to their 
wives, would confer a far higher honor 


upon a nation, and would perform 


better service to the country than a 


‘Congress composed of monogamic, un- 


reliable husbands. 

Virtue is the foundation of the pro- 
sperity of any nation; and this sacred 
principle of plural marriage tends to 
virtue, age and holiness. And 
those who represent the women of 
Utah as ignorant and degraded, are 
either aiming to bring evil upon us, 
or, they know not what they are doing; 
and I feel that although I deprecate 
the false and odions representation of 


our condition, and the villification of 


our characters, I view with pity and 
commiseration those who have banded 
together in our midst, to work upa 
ornsade that is calculated and desig- 
ned to subvert and to sever the most 


sacred ties existing between man and 


woman—to separate husbands and 
wives, to pat the reproach of bastardy 
upon their children, and trample upon 
the holiest affections of the human 
heart. I say I look upon them with 
sympathy and commiseration. They 
are trying to measure arms with the 
Almighty, they know not what they 
do. Do I feel a spirit of revenge to- 
wards them? No, my sisters, I do not. 
They are in the hands of God; we 


are in the hands of God, and to him 


we submit all these matters Yet it is 
our duty, as far as we have the privi 

„to plead our own cause, realizing 
fally that it is better to represent our- 
to be misrepre * and 
leave vengeance unto God who has 


said, ‘‘ vengeance is mine, and I will | 


must be sustained. 
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repay.” For this purpose, my sisters, 
we have met together to express our 
feelings and to plead our cause.” 

The following address was then read 
by Mfs. Bathsheba W. Smith: 
Il is somewhat surprising that we, 
who are the true representatives of the 
women of Utah, having in connection 
with our husbands, assisted in redeem- 
ing these once desert valleys, should 
be called to assemble to vindicate our- 
selves against misrepresentations made 
by our Christian sisters, those who 
arrived here at so late a date and for 
so different an object. We were driven 
from our homes to seek refuge some- 
where else, for the testimony of Jesus 
and the word of God. They know 
why we are here. We came because 
we loved God and the principles of 
righteousness, ‘‘cvanting all things 
as dross for the excellency of the 
knowledge of God,” who had revealed 
himself in our day; hoping that, far 
away from a professed Christianity, we 
might live in and worship Him 
who had so highly favored us, and 
live in accordance with those priacip- 
les which alone lead to endless lives, 
As a legal citizen of this great republic, 
I enter my most fervent protest against 
this unlawful and unhallowed crusade, 
founded on misrepresentations. ‘Con- 
gress has no right to interfere with 
our most sacred religion. As well 
might that honorable body legislate 


against baptism by immersion as 


against plurality of wives. God has 
revealed these principles and they 
ith our own 
free consent our husbauds take more 
wives, and when children crown our 
joy, around our sacred family altars 
we bow the knee and supplicate our 
Heavenly Father’s blessing on our 
household and rejoice in his divine 
favor as legitimate wives with honor- 
able children. We regard our hus- 
bands as men of true virtue and inte- 
grity, who take upon themselves so 

ility in hcnoring the 


great a responsibilit 
lows of God them up in 


our faith and secret ers. Letour 
sisters in the United States know this, 


ke the honorable part 
and protect us in our rights, and thus 


ad Instead OF seeking special legisia- 

tion to infringe upon our liberties, let 
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for themselves nobler re- 
cord. 
Sister Zina D. Toung delivered the 
following speech: 
Ladies of Utah, whose intelli- 
gent faces I now look upon: Conld 
I have had a vision of so grand a 
spectacle forty years ago, when as a 
Church, few in numbers, we were 
„struggling for an existence on the 
earth, I question whether I then could 
have believed my eyes, nor could 1 
then have thought that God had pre. 
pared so great a blessing, that I should 
behold so goodly a number of intelli- 
gent ladies who have had the privilege 
of being baptized into Christ, of put: 
ting on Christ, counting it no robbery 
with God to be heirs and joint heirs 
with his Son Jesus. It was for this 
purpose you and I found a resting 
place in these valleys of the moun- 
tains, which, as has been remarked, 
was not then United States soil. The 
incidents of our coming here in the 
manner we did—the fatigue, the suffer- 
ing from cold and hunger, as well as 
‘the heartrending scenes through which 
we passed, have often been penned. 
But oh! none can, realize them, or 
_ appreciate l. our feelings when 
contempla ing those early experiences, 
‘hut those wo passed through them. 
ose scenes have passed ; but we are 
sometimes reminded of them, especi 
ally when out-croppings of the same 


gpirit are witnessed in those who op- 


us in our rights, which prompted 


those whoforced upon us oursufferings. 


The principle of our holy religion 


in my life that 
| utterance to this fact, but I thought I 
could trust my soul to say it on this 


I honor. 
tised and strictly adhered to, vould 
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‘brethren, the martyrs, is shed.” (Ap- 


this is the first time 


plause.) Sisters 
{ have dared’ to give 


occasion, and I say it now in the fear 
of Isracl’s God, and I say it in the 
presence of these gentlemen, and I 
wish my voice could he heard by the 
whole brotherbood of Masons through- 
ont our proud land. That institution 
If its principles were prac- 


there be a trespass upon virtue? No 
indeed. Would the honorable wife 
or daughter be intruded on with im- 
punity? Nay, verily. Would that 
the ladies of America, with the honor- 
able Mrs. Hayes at their head ; would 
that the Congress of the United States, 
the law-makers of our nation, could 
produce a balm for the many evils 
which exist in our land through the 
abuse of virtue, or could so legislate 
that virtue could be ‘protected and 


cherished as the life which heaven has 


given us! We, in common with many 
a woman throughout our ‘broad land, 
would hail wit joy the aca, of 
such deliverance, for such is the deli- 
verance that woman needs. Sa 
The hye of plural marriage is 
honorable, it is a principle of the 
Gods, it is heaven-born. God revealed 
it to. us, among other things, as a. 
saving principle ; we have accepted it 
as such, and we know it is of him, for 
the fruits of it are holy. Worthy 
men and women of old practised it; 
even the Savior himself traces his 
lineage back ‘to polygamic parents. 


That is assailed is one that lies deep 
Jin my heart. Could I ask the hearers 
to listen ; could I beseech the earth 
to be still, and the brave men who 

ossess the spirit of a Washington to 


We are proud of the principle, because 
we understand its true worth, and we 
waut our children to practice it, that 
through us a race of men and women 
may grow up possessing sound minds 
in sound bodies, who shall live to. 
the age of a tre. 
Some ok the ladies who have so re- 
cently come among us have thought 
fit to band together, for what? If 
they truly want to benefit and bless 
3 ) at 8 their sex, let them “direct their labors 
igns were not heeded ex- | among the many unfortunate women 
“mau, Ide Propet ot the Almighty,|/ they cams. “They cannot help us, 
“with those Who ure crying, Walt al already blessed“ with comfortable and 
little longer, until the blood of 4 happy homes, with rights and privi- 
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leges which they can neither give nor | 
se from us. And we are blessed 
with husbands whom we have confi- 
dene in, and we honor them as they 
honor their God. And let me tell you, 
my sisters, there are many good an 
intelligent women in our land to-day 
who, wish their husbands were as 
honorable as ours, and that they could. 
tie to theirs, as we can to ours. We 
love our husbands, we love our child- 
ren, and we love our religion, and 


there is abundance of proof in what. 


Tbe next s car was Mrs. Hannah 
King, who read the following, writ- 
ten by herself: 
I heard in my youth of the perfect. 
freedom and the glorions liberty of 
America ; of the uncounted, wealth of 
her citizens; that there were uo poor 
in Amerioa; that and equa: 
lity walked hand in hand; that her 
Constitution was the must, faultless 
thing on earth, that the finger of God 
was. palpable in its formation; that 
the country produced almost sponta-. 
neously, its 2 ects grand and glori- 
ons that her bills were mountains, 
1 her rivers seas; that the worship 
of the gent Creator was free and un- 
biassed to all, without any restrictions, 
even though it were absurd, or thought 
to, beso, still it was free, and all 
respected ! For this very freedom 
the. Mayflower bore her precious freight 
of souls across the mighty Atlantic. 
Yes, the one grand idea, that here 
they might worship God according to 
the dictates of their own individual. 
oreed and conscience. I was born 


free, and was an earnest, deep - think 


ing girl, and the glory of this des- 
cription became daguerreotyped on m 
mind, till the dream of my yout 
became a deaire to visit this Eldorado, 
and see for myself this glorious Young 
America! This tar renowned Repub- 
lia! Bat years passed, and the way 
did not.open. I was married early in 
life, and peace and plenty surrounded 
my habitation ; my cup became full, 
to overflowing, of good things. When 


I heard of a people who had risen up 
in this land which 1 had so poetized 
in my own, mind, and that they were 
called Latter-day Saints, my mind was 


the p 


a 


‘ 


brought to a focus upon the principles 
I consulted no one 


they advanced. 


but my God. I took my Bible, and 


compared them with the teachings of 
Jesus, and found they corresponded 
in every particular. The Elders told 
me that an angel had come and 
restored the everlasting Gospel in its 
parity. . the earth, that reve- 
ations had been given for the re- 
organization of God's Church upon the 
earth, the door . by which 
Christ himself entered when he was 
baptized by John the Baptist before 
entering upon bis mission, etc., eto. 
I listened and obeyed; there were no 
inducements held out of ecclesiastical 
of a high position in society. 
No! but that probably my name 
would be cast out as evil when I took . 
upon myself the. name of a disciple of 
Jesus, whose life was suffering and 
obedience! The love of truth an 
the Spirit of God showed me that this 
Charch was according to the pattern 
in every particular, that Christ ha 
laid down and established by his own. 
example. I. embraced it, passing 
through the door of baptism for the 
remission of my sins. And now the 
way was open for me to realize the 
dream of my youth, and become an 
inhabitant of this free and glorious | 
country, that I had so often heard 
spoken of as the refuge of the desti- 
tute and the land of the free! Then 
came the astounding news that Joseph 
Smith, the Prophet, Seer, and Reve- 
lator of the Church of Christ, had 
been massacred for his principles, 
as also his brother Hyrum with him, 
It came like a thunderbolt! What, 
in America? the, land ſof religious 
freedom ? that land whose Conatitu- 
tion guaranteed to all of every clime 
among her people Life, liberty, and 
E of happiness.“ It could 
not be, exclaimed. Alas! Lawakened 
from my early dream! My eyes were 
opened, and I saw and knew that 
light had come into the world, but 
darkness was preferred. To me it 
acted only as a testimony that this 
was indeed the Church of Jesus Christ 
re-established upon the earth, an 
hence the persecution. | 
was and is one of our principles, and 
had the spirit of it as soon as I bad 
been Hy good and beauti- 
ful children embraped it also, and we 
rose and left our beloved home, laying 
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all upon the altar, if need be, for the 
Gospel in its fulness, and embracing 
all its principles, and of course plura- 
lity among the rest. I had been edu- 
cated in the atrictest principles of 
morality and refinement, yet when I 
heard that this was one of the tenets 
of the Church, given by revelation, I 
by no means staggered, but pon - 
debid it in my heart like Mary of old. 
Luke it was the order of the ancient 


fSdints, and great blessings had been 


conferred upon the human family by 
obe ing it, even the Savior coming to 
earth through that lineage. Viewing 
it also philosophically, I felt that its 
laws coincided with the law of my 
nature. My daughters entered into 
the order in all their youth and 
beauty, educated as they had been in 
all the refinements of the world, and 
have ever honored it, and been an 
honor to it, and to the Church, whose 


principles they left their home, and | 


all its attractions, to obey ; and if my 
husband did not enter into it, he was 
of oourss free to follow his own mind 
—he was a man of the purest, most 
refined morals, and I never heard him 
say or hint one word against the order, 
even when his young daughters en- 
tered into it. Verily, To the pure, 
all things are pure.” Ihave now been 
in the Church twenty-eight years, and 
my path has not been one of roses b 
any means, but I have no regrets; 1 
would not return to former things for 
Queen Victoria's crown and all its 
appendages. The Lord being m 
helper, I will live and die where 
have cast my lot. Its principles will 
feed and sustain all who desire to live 
them, and are full of glory and im- 
mortality. This is, indeed, a mere 
va of my Church history, but a 
hint to the wise and good is sufficient 
for them. I would like to have an 
interview with the first lady of our 
country at the present time ; I have 
heard much of her goodness, her love 


_ of honesty and truth, and should love 


to see her take steps to investigate our 
principles, and us as a people; we 
court investigation, and never feel 
afraid, for ‘perfect love casteth out 
fear. We love the honest, the wise, 
and the good of every land and clime, 
for one. tpach of the Gospel makes the 
whole world kin, when they embrace 


first be 


AY 


it. If there are strangers present, 
would respectfully ask them to investi- 
gate our principles—not the characters 
of men and women indiscriminately, — 


the truth of God is not dependent on 


human action or human judgment. 
Among what churches on earth are 
there no imperfect ones? We must 
etfect ourselves before we 
throw down the gauntlet. This is a 


‘probation, and imperfection is at pre- 


sent the law of our being; by this 
‘Swe make the whips that scourge 
us,” and by this we get our schooling, 
and increase in knowledge, wisdom 
and understanding, and then we can 
make all things work for our good im 


time and eternity. 


Mrs. Margaret T. Smoot made the 
following impromptu speech: 

I'am thankful and proud of the 
privilege of standing before my sisters 
in the new and everlasting covenant, 
many of whom know me and have | 
known me fcr many years. I have 
been a member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints forty-four 
years; I have trodden paths strewn 
with thorns, and I have trodden paths 
strewn with roses. I have enjoyed my 
life and my religion all the days I have 
spent in it. I know for myself that 
we are engaged in the work of the liv- 
ing God, and that I am numbered 
among his people. 

With regard to the principle of plu- 
ral marriage, I wish to say, that I have 
had experience in its practice for near- 
ly forty years. I am the wife of a 
polygamist, I believe in the principle, 
and I know it to be pure and chaste; 
and I know that those who practice it 
in the spirit of the Gospel of which it 
is a part, are pure and virtuous. And 
I know, too, that purer men and wo- 


‘men do not live apon God’s footstool 


than those who live in this order of 


marriage. | 
I have seen the Prophet Joseph, 


through whom this principle was re- 


vealed ; I have listened to his teach- 


ings, I have known for myself ef his 
virtue, of his purity, of his 2 
of his desire to elevate and bless the 


human family, and what I say, many 
of you, my sisters, can bear witness of. 
I know, too, that virtue and goodness 
and purity is the watchword of our 
| brethren ; I say I know, I do not say 
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I believe it, but I do know for myself 
that what I say is true. I know it by 
the revelations of the Spirit of the liv- 
ing God—the Comforter that was pro- 
mised by the Savior, and it is confirm- 
ed by my long experience. I have 
lived now nearly 70 years on this 
earth, and 44 of them have been spent 
serving my God in this new and ever- 
lasting covenant. 

My husband, as I have intimated, 
is a polygamist; his other wives and 
his children by those are just as much 
a part of his family as me and mine, [ 
being his first wife; and his other 
wives are just az lawful and honorable 
in the sight of God as I am, and his 
children I consider to be just as lawful 
and honorable as any children born in 
wedlock. These are not only my feel- 
ings, but I know them to be the feel- 
ings of many others who occupy a 
12 like that which I occupy, and 

believe them to be the feelings of 
this whole community who would, if 
they had the privilege, speak in their 
own defense. We are not a degraded 
we are not in abject 
slavery. have our privileges and 
rights—just as many as I want, and as 
many as I know how to use. Let me 
repeat—we are not ‘‘ degraded,” nei- 
ther are our children. We have the 
noblest of children and the happiest 
of homes. I would be willing to com 
— my husband’s family with any - 
y's family, to see what defect can 
be found in them. Our sisters, ladies 
of other persuasions, have spoken of 
us as being degraded. They do 
not know us, we are not understood, 
our principles are not understood, nei- 
ther are our motives known. We have 
never attempted to interfere with any 
of their privileges. On the contrary, 
we have made them welcome to our 
land after making it what it is. We 
are they who came here when the 
lace was a desert wilderness ; who 
ave subdued the arid soil, bnilt the 
cities, and planted the gardens and 
vineyards, and made the place beauti- 
ful and desirable. We, I say, have 
done this; under the blessing of Al- 
mighty God, for without his blessing 
upon cur labors we could not have en- 
dured the toil. But let me say, that 


as far as our situation is concerned, we 
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 813. ] 
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are in the hands of God, and, as has 
been said, so I say, if this work is of 
God it will stand, despite all efforts to 
the contrary ; and if of man, it must 
fail. But I do not use the word if 
as though in doubt about it, because I 
know, and you know, my sisters, that 
it is of God; and we know, too, of the 
purity, the virtues and the integrity 
that fill the bosoms of our sisters be- 


longing to this Church. We do not 


profess to be perfect, but we can say, 
that those who live the religion we 


profess, who live up to all their privi- 


leges, are blessed and owned of God. 
We are in his hands, and he will take 


care of his people. 
Mrs. Dr. Roumania Pratt read the 


following address : 


Mrs. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


To get the proper understanding of 
a subject about which there is a differ- 
ence of opinion, and especially in an 
element where right and wrong are so 
intricately intermingled—wrong dis- 
placing right at every presented oppor- 
tunity, we must eliminate the facts, 
which are the stern and indisputable 
rounds in the ladder of ascent by which 


we climb slowly, but surely, to the 
true solution of the difficulty. Sud-- 
denly there has arisen in our midst a 


new variety of opposition, the object 


of which is to tread in the dust, with- 


out stint or distinction, that which we 
bold most sacred. It is an element 
that, in the search for evil, has skim- 
med from the surface the floating ills 
with which (magnified and recolored 


by their own preverted imagination 


into absolute misrepresentations) they 
havesought toarouseinthe publicmind, 
sentiments as bitter as their own, with 
this object—that we may be swept out 
of existence without our canse being 


investigated or considered. They have 


entirely overlooked the fact that truth 
is heavy and often lies hidden in the 
depths of unspoken words and deeds. 

The first question in the process of 
analysis of this matter is, Who are 
these opposers ? and second, Who are 
the opposed ? The latter are they who, 
by glancing back through the vista of 


thirty years, may be seen on their 


westward journey as a little handful 
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of husbands, wives and children, slowly ... 
wending their way towards the wilder- | 
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| MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1878. 


MISJ UDGMENT AND MISREPRESENTATION. 
Wala CaRLYLE, the eminent * is a deep thinker and vigorous writer. 
His style of expression is at once original and ponderous, and the ideas that 
emanate from his fertile brain incite new fields of reflection in those who 
intelligently consider them. 

His essay on Voltaire ranks high among his numerous productions. In it he 
expatiates upon our inability to ‘‘ prognosticate, with any certainty, the future 
influences from the present aspects of an individual.” In support of this 
opinion he cites thé reader to various prominent characters that have played 
conspicuous parts in the great drama of human life, filling the age in which 
they flourished with joy, tumult or terror, and in the next age, dying away 
into insignificance and oblivion. On the other hand he refers to Moses, as an 
example on the brighter side of the picture. What was it to the Pharaohs 
of Egypt, in that old era, if Jethro the Midianitish priest, and grazier accepted 
the Hebrew outlaw as his herdsman? Yet the Pharaohs, with all their chariots 
of war, are buried deep in the wrecks of time, and that Moses still lives, not 
among his own tribe only, but in the hearts and daily business of all civilized 
nations.“ 

Communities, which are but aggregations of individualisms, are equally 
liable to be misunderstood, and consequently susceptible of misrepresentation, 
by those ignorant of their true character. In fact a community has an individ- 
uality as distinct as a living person. It has the characteristics of intelligence, 
morality, reputation, influence, etc. Mr. Carlyle illustrates this by quoting a 
passage from the historian Tacitus, referring to the rumor that Nero had set 
fire to Rome: ‘‘ So, for the quieting of thisrumor, Nero judicially charged the 
orime, and punished with most studied severities, that class, hated for their 
general wickedness, whom the vulgar called Christians. The originator of that 
name was one Christ, who, in the reign of Tiberius, suffered death by sentence 
of the Procurator, Pontius Pilate. The baneful superstition, thereby repressed 
for a time, again broke out, not only over Judea, the native soil of that mis- 
chief, but in the city also, where from every side all atrocious and abominable 
things collect and flourish.” 

Tacitus is acknowledged to have been one of the keenest, most able and 
penetrating minds of his day. No doubt he imagined he comprehended the 
Christian system of theology and could fully estimate the fulness of its bear- 
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ing on mankind. However, that this learned, cultured and intelligent historian 
must merely have given the important subject a casual consideration, and based 
an immature judgment upon this slender investigation, must be admitted by every 
person claiming to be.a Christian. He had evidently been influenced in the 
formation of his opinions of the system by the exceedingly bad reputation of 
its inherents and devotees. He had evidently not taken into consideration 
the grand fact that character and reputation are not n as widely 
apart as the poles. | 

‘We share with Mr. Carlyle the opinion that the same liability to misj 3 
ment and misapprehension exists in all times. On this point he says: The 
same uncertainty, in estimating present things and men, holds more or less in 
all times ; for in all times, even in those which seem most trivial, and open to 
research, human society rests on inscrutably deep foundations ; which he is of 
all others the most mistaken, who fancies he has explored to the bottom.” 

How vividly has the truth of the well sustained theory of the eminent essay- 
ist been exemplified in the history, thus far, of the Church of Jesus ‘Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. Probably even the early or primitive Christians were not 
more misunderstood by their cotemporaries than the people composing that 
organization are now by theirs. The villification, abuse and misrepresentation 
heaped upon the Latter-day Saints could acarcely be exceeded, and history 
presents but few if avy parallels, except, perhaps, the persecutions directed to 
the early followers of Christ. As with the primitive Christians, exemplified in 
the expressions of Tacitus, the false judgments passed upon them are from the 
intelligent and learned as well as from the crude, boisterous, bigoted and igno- 
rant. As a comparative instance to the wholesale repudiation of Tacitus, we 
have similar expressions from the eminent historian, Froude, of this day, who 
denounces ‘* Mormonism ” because of its groesuess. 


Now, in the consideration of a scientific question, when a learned person 
takes a position and makes an assertion in regard to any of the phenomena of 
nature, he considers it an obligation to'state the reasons upon which his theory 
or assertion, as the case may be, is based. Did he not do so his fellow investi- 
_ gators would be likely to denounce him as unreasonable and bigoted. It would 
be at. once surmised that the non-production of reasons was on account of their 
non-existence. Why it should be otherwise with regard to matters of theology, 
is, to say the least, rather anomalous. It was easy for Tacitus to utter his 
denunciations of the primitive Christians and their theological system, and 
equally so for Froude to decry the religion of the Latter-day Saints, but did 
each dig deep into the merits of the subjects is it not, at least, possible that 
they might have discovered beauty, power, harmony et salvation in place of 
6 baneful superstition ” or grossness. Each would certainly have given care- 
ful investigation and thought to any historical or scientific theory, apart from 
theology, enunciated by any* of their cotemporaries. Otherwise they would 
not be in a position to pass upon it. Neither can any man, however gigantic 
and powerful of intellect, however learned, consistently pass judgment upon 
what is called Mormonism,” but which, in reality, is the Gospel of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, without candid scrutiny and unprejudiced investigation. 

When we mention the historian Froude, he is merely cited as an example 
among hundreds of such as have pretended ability to judge of the merits of 
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% Mormonism.” It may be considered that we do such men an injustice ; it. 
may be assumed that they really have given that careful thought to the subject 
that its importance appears to demand. This position would be evidently 
illogical, otherwise the reasons for denouncing the system as embodying 
grossness would have accompanied the condemnatory judgment. He must be 
a meagre mind who is contented with making a bare assertion without giving it 
the support of reason and facts. 


We are somewhat acquainted with Mormonism,” so-called, and are ready, 
at any time, as we have frequently done, to give reasons for our identification 
with that glorious system of theology. The publications, embodying what 
purports to bé revelations from the Great God, are published to the world. 
They are open to all classes, learned or unlearned. Before the system is con- 
demned it would be well for the critica] to examine the principles and preten- 
sions of this Church. We feel assured that those who do so, with an embiased 
spirit, will not find anything gross in the system or principles; neither will 
they discover anything that conflicts with any truth developed in the course 
of scientific research, for all truth is harmonious. : 


A writer in Daylight, a journal published in Norwich, alludes to a number 
of meetings held by the Latter-day Saints in that city, on Sunday, Dec. 8th. 
In doing so he falls into the prevailing error of wholesale denunciation of 
‘*‘ Mormonism” before becoming acquainted with its genius and principles. He 
expresses astonishment that any people can be found to believe in such a 
combination of absurdities. Such statements are easily made, but to prove 
them would be a task of most formidable proportions. However, there may 
be some excuse in this regard for writers who supply the columns of frequently 
issued journals with comments on passing events, the haste with which they 
frequently have to prepare their productions rendering them more or less 
superficial, We cannot help noticing, however, the apparent relish with 
which the Daylight retails a lot of rubbish in the shape of what purports to be 
the narration of incidents showing how the Prophet, Joseph Smith, deceived 
the multitude by pretending to raise the dead. The story is accredited to an 
apostate from the Church. It is not improbable that the fabrication came 
from such a source, for traitors are invariably the most efficient manufacturers 
of falsehoods, to which they invariably resort as a subterfuge to cover up the 
causes for which they are generally expelled from the Church, which demands 
purity of conduct on the part of its officers and members. An enemy toa 
person or community is one of the most unreliable of all’sources from which to 
obtain correct information regarding the objective point of the animosity. 
We advise the Daylight to obtain a little more light when next it essays to 
treat upon Mormonism,” that, when elaborating upon that divine system, 
there may be some consistency between its name and the matter of its columns. 


We conclude as we began, that the best of men and communities are liable 
to be misjudged and misrepresented. The history of the past and condition of 
the present fully bear out this position. The most powerful and conspicuous 
living evidence of this grand fact is the wholesale misconception of the nature 
of the system called ‘‘ Mormonism” and the character of those who have 
accepted it as the truth from heaven. 
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EXPECTED TO ARRIVE.—Elder Orson Pratt, of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, accompanied by Elder B. S. Young, left Salt Lake Oity Dec. 3rd, 
for Liverpool. Elder Pratt comes to this country for the purpose of directing 
the publication of an edition of the Book of Mormon with marginal references, 
a work which he has been engaged preparing for some time. Elder Young 
comes on a mission. 

This number of the Star went to press on Saturday, which is earlier than 
usual, otherwise we would have been able to chronicle the arrival of these 
brethren, as they were on the Guion 8.8: Wyoming, which was expected to 
reach Liverpool on the night of the day above named, or on Sunday morning. 


New ZEALAND.—We learn by letter from Mr. William Batt, brother of 
Elder George Batt, that the latter sailed from London, Southwest India 
Docks, on Friday, Dec. 13th, on the S. S. Somersetshire, for New Zealand, to 
which part of the world he was called on a mission, at the last General Con- 
ference of the Church. We heartily wish him God speed. 


Surprine Disasters.——-On Wednesday, Dec. 19th, the steamer Rinaldo, of 
Hull, and the steamer Byzantine, of Marseilles, collided, near Gallipoli, during 
the prevalence of a gale. The French steamer went down, with 150 passen- 

rs, said to be mostly pilgrims. The steamer Mesopotamia, which left. 
5 Dec. 12th, was wrecked, about the same time, a short distance north 
of Lisbon. Eight lives were lost. Several minor disasters are also reported. 


A Tovcuine Scene.—On Thursday afternoon, Dec. 19th, the Landing Stage 

in this city of Liverpool was the scene of a most touching incident. Learning 
that Mr. Simpson had been collecting money for the relief of the destitute, by 
means of his subscription bowl,“ about 500 workmen presented themselves. 
and solicited aid on the ground of being without employment and starving. 
He told them the money collected would be distributed through various 
charitable organizations, but he had some soup tickets, if they would be of any 
use. Then followed a scene sufficiently pathetic to touch the heart of a stoic. 
Impelled by gnawing pangs of hunger, many of the poor fellows scrambled 
and fiercely fought to get tickets. | 

When it is considered that this must be but a meagre representation of the 
destitute mass in this great city, and that probably by far the greater portion 
of these men have families in a like condition of starvation, some idea may be 
formed of the fearful condition of a considerable proportion of the population. 
Here is a subject for the Associated Evangelical Churches of Liverpool, 
who recently spent a week for the supposed benefit of the souls of the masses. 
Do they expect to cram their religious vagaries down throats that are gasping 
for the staff of life?“ 


A Ting. 

A few weeks since we drew the attention of the Elders, the local priesthood 
and Saints generally to the necessity of making efforts to extend the circulation 
of the Stan. We, at that time, set forth what we deemed good and sufficient 
reasons for working to the accomplishment of that object,and it is unnecessary 
to repeat them now. We are pleased to be able to state that quite a number 
caught the spirit that prompted the penning of the article referred to, resulting 
in additions to the subscription list. Still the number of Stars taken, even 
with the recent improvement, is much short of what it should be. This being 
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the case, we renew our advice upon the subject, and ask all who should be 
interested in the matter not to slacken but rather renew their efforts. 3 

Perhaps this is the most proper time of the year to take this matter actively 
in hand. One more number after the present one will close the current volume. 
The commencement of a new volume is a fitttng time to subscribe for this 
journal. While our friends seek to increase the circulation of the Star, we 
will continue to endeavour to make its columns the medium of such matter as 
will render it a welcome as well as a regular visitor meen the Saints and the 


lovers of truth 1 


— 


CHRISTMAS. 
— 0 — 


Before another number of the Srar is issued the one thousand, eight hun- 
dred and seventy-eighth anniversary of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ will be a thing of the past. In anticipation we wish all the Saints and 
every seeker after truth and righteousness a happy Ohristmas. In order to 
render the day joyful and desirable, it is far from being necessary to indulge 
in revelry and excesses, as too many people do. Such indulgences take the 
form of desecration rather than celebration. However, the Lord is not 
displeased with those who have a glad heart, but otherwise. So far as the Saints 
are concerned, all their doings and amusements should be of the most innocent 
description, and tempered with that spirit of moderation that good judgment 
and wisdom will always suggest. 

Among the duties of the Saints who are in comfortable circumstances is to 
see that their brethren and sisters are not lacking the wherewith to comfort 
and cheer them, that all may rejoice together. | 

The Saints above all other people can afford to be happy,on such an occasion, 
keeping in remembrance the work the Savior has done for them, in common 
with all humanity, and in view of the near — of the time of his coming to 
reign over his people. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Brother George Romney, — from Salt Lake City, Nov. 20th, to a friend 
in this office, said : 


“The New Tabernacle is progressing very nicely ; the roof is about finished 
and the cornice on. It looks very well and has a fine, imposing appearance. 
The work on the Temple has closed for the season. If you should see any of | 
the Saints among whom I labored in England, tell them that my testimony is 

the same as it was then, only stronger, if possible. I still bear testimony to 
the truth of ‘‘Mormonism.” I know it is true by the gift and power of God, 
that it will stand for ever and those who remain faithful will rise triumphant 
above every foe, while those who W and fight again Zion will go the 
downward course.” 


7 
— — — ͤ —ää4—ẽ2— — u — e— — — :- . 

¢ 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 813 


MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE, 
HBLD AT er. GILES’ HALL, NORWICH, ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 1878. 


Utah Elders present—Wm. Budge, be complete system, and the taking of 
President of the European Mission; anything from that which is perfect 
Daniel Jacobs, President of, and Jas. | renders it imperfect. He continued 
Reece and Joseph B. Elder, Traveling | at considerable length, reasoning ina 
Elders in the Norwich Conference. clear and lucid manner. 
8 | 10. 30 a.m. Singing. Benediction by Elder J. 
Singing. Prayer by Prest. Jacobs. | Reece. ä 
Singing. | 
Elder J. Reece was the first speaker. | 6 p. m. 
He treated upon the first principles of | Singing. Prayer by Elder J. Reece. 
the Gospel, showing very —— President Jacobs spoke for sometime 
from the Scriptures, that the world] upon the manner in which God, in 
had not got nor did not preach the every age and dispensation, called and 
Gospel. chose his duly authorized servants, 
President Jacobs spoke upon the| and contrasted it-with the system of 
importance of immediate revelation to calling ministers among latter-da 
guide the Church of Chi ist; showing, | sects. He stated that God, in fulfill- 
also, that we are justified by faith, and | ment of ancient prophecy, had com- 
proving our faith by our works. menced to set up his kingdom, and 
Singing. Benediction by President | exhorted the people to investigate and 
Budge. prove this fact for themselves. 
— ‘ President Budge addressed the Con- 
2.30 — ference. He explained that people 
: 8 Prayer by Elder Joseph | could not be saved only in the way 
B. Elder. that Ohrist and his Apostles laid down. 
Eider J. B. Elder addressed the He described the nature of the officers 
meeting. He dwelt, at some length, | and organization of the Church of 
on the liberty enjoyed by the Elders , Christ, which were to continue till we 
in this country, where they could all come to the unity of the faith. He 
preach the Gospel unmolested. He also showed that the Gospel would 
compared this condition with the per | settle all disputes of a temporal nature 
secutive spirit of opposition they had | as well as spiritual. 
to meet in the early rise of the Singing. Benediction by President 
Church. He bore a faithful testimony | Jacobs. im 8 
to the divine mission of Joseph Smith, — — sity | 
and President Young, his successor in | The meetings were attended by mene 
office.’ eae strangers, and all appeared we 
President Budge spoke concerning| pleased. After meeting some in- 
the world not having the true plan of | quired for Church books, and ex- 
salvation, quoting many passages from | pressed their belief in the ay 
the Scriptures in support of his posi- | Jas. Clerk. 
tion. He showed that the Gospel was 
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ness, with the cheerful hope treasured | weary miles were crept over, patiently 
deeply in their hearts that there, | overcoming the obstacles of 990 

j buried in its depths, they might wor-] braving dangers from wild men aud 

- ship God according as he revealed. his beaste, until the Lord whispered to his 
will and commandments. Thus tho | anointed Prophet: Here in 
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